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Specific Competencies 

 

A1) Students will demonstrate understanding of basic principles, concepts, and 
terminology related to the creation, organization, management, access, and use of 
knowledge and information and will demonstrate the ability to apply them to practical 
problems.  

B5) Students will demonstrate knowledge of types of library and information professions, 
settings, services, and roles and be able to analyze key issues and potential approaches to 
these in their areas of career interest. 

B7) Students will demonstrate knowledge of the roles of interdisciplinary, 
interprofessional, and community collaboration and alliances in the provision of library 
and information services.  

C8) Students will demonstrate an understanding of how diversity contributes to the library 
and information professions and analyze information issues from diverse perspectives.  

C9) Students will demonstrate an understanding of the values and service orientation of the 
library and information professions and their applications in their areas of career interest. 

 

Reflecting on my experience attending the University of Arizona Early Books Lecture 

Series, I was able to link my webinar attendance to the competency framework for the M.A. 

in Library and Information Science in several ways.  At first, I thought the lecture series 

would be entertaining and informative from a curiosity standpoint, as we do not often get to 

experience real life connections from our learning.  For the past several years there have been 

limited opportunities to network as we usually concentrate on theory in our classwork, and 

we have been confronted with the realities of Covid-19.   After a pause due to the pandemic, 

the Early Books Lecture Series returned to the University of Arizona Special Collections 

Library, and I was fortunate to be able to attend these lectures and learn about this aspect of 

working in special collections and archives. 



This lecture series is a webinar series on three consecutive weekdays where three 

University of Arizona professors or researchers from different disciplines examine early 

books that are held in the Special Collections Library.  This was the seventeenth lecture 

series, developed by Albrecht Classen, a University Distinguished Professor of German 

Studies, and it included lectures on a 13th century Spanish manuscript, allegorical stories and 

the portrayal of animals in medieval books, and the connection of medieval manuscripts to 

computer gaming. Each professor presented a one-hour lecture explaining their research 

surrounding these books while using these books as visual examples to support their 

presentation.  They also discussed the construction of these books, the vocabulary 

surrounding early books, the history of the characters on the periphery of these books, and 

the symbolism behind the images and writing inside of these books.  Supplementing my 

theoretical studies with an experience such as this helped me to connect my learning about 

information environments, early books and resources, and my interest in special collections, 

archives, and instruction.   

My concentration in the graduate program at the University of Arizona is in academic 

librarianship, and my interest is to work as an archivist or librarian in a special collections 

library or information environment where I can educate and instruct others on how to work 

with and experience primary source materials.  This lecture series is a model for what 

educators in academic institutions can create in the course of their work and it also serves as 

an example of five department competencies.  These competencies include the understanding 

of basic principles and vocabulary relating to my choice of career, becoming aware of the 

types of library professions and services, the recognition of interdisciplinary roles and 



collaboration with the community, and the commitment to diversity and service of librarians 

and archivists. 

One of the basic foundational competencies speaks to understanding the basic principles, 

concepts and terminology related to knowledge and information, and a second competency 

speaks to how the principles of organization and representation of knowledge relate to a 

career interest and the types of library professions.  Attending this webinar series has allowed 

me to understand the vocabulary associated with early books and how patrons, in this case 

university researchers and professors, use that vocabulary in their research.  I have learned 

how early books are constructed and created in different genres and the importance of the 

book as a valuable object itself.  My interest in special collections and archives has allowed 

me to understand the vocabulary associated with tangible and digital resources, but I have 

never been introduced to the theme of early books in a professional setting.  Value is 

assigned in many ways including the research potential of an object or because of the 

functional use of a resource, but value with objects such as this is also derived from the rarity 

of such objects.  The resources and time required to produce a volume such as the manuscript 

for King Alfonso del Sabio of Spain, the focus of the first evening lecture, were immense at 

that time in history.  Therefore, these volumes are extremely rare, valuable, and hold a good 

deal of research potential to scholars. 

The Early Book Series also highlights a variety of professions in information 

environments and shows how librarians and archivists collaborate with patrons and 

researchers.  First, I became aware of some of the associated professions in areas of my 

career interest in archives, especially surrounding outreach and program development.  There 



are people in the library and archives, in general, that are employed to develop and seek out 

opportunities to present these programs and to bring much needed attention and funding to 

the university.  This was a new discovery for me and allowed me to view the archival 

profession outside the theoretical lens of a processing archivist.  The lecture series 

exemplifies the University of Arizona community collaboration between various disciplines 

and archivists in special collections.  This series has been occurring for the last seventeen 

years, and each year it highlights parts of the Special Collections Library holdings and how 

archivists are actively involved in marketing material that could be interesting for faculty and 

researchers to study.  This outreach element of the profession is something that I had never 

considered, and it shows that knowing the collection in the archive and being able to seek out 

creative collaborative ideas with other partners can be a soft skill that is necessary to be 

competent in my future profession. 

Additionally, the final event in the series was a wonderful presentation by the history 

department and Dr. Paul Milliman titled Medieval Manuscripts, Mappaemundi, and the Making of 

History with Computer Games.  This presentation linked an assortment of medieval manuscripts in the 

Special Collections library with current in-market computer games and a game-concept history course 

taught by Dr. Milliman.  It shows a link between resources from hundreds of years ago to researching 

opportunities today.  His presentation surrounded the use of manuscripts as historical context to a 

multitude of current games was extremely interesting.  This again highlights how interdisciplinary 

opportunities in the library are prevalent, even in disciplines separated by thousands of years, such as 

illuminated manuscripts and video games.  It allowed me to realize these opportunities existed in the 

library and reminded me of the various interdisciplinary and collaborative approaches to research and 

learning that exist. 



 Each of these presentations in the Early Book Lecture Series was an example of the service 

orientation of the library and its commitment to diversity.  Each professor and participant, from around 

the world, offered gratitude to the Special Collections Library for hosting and organizing this annual 

series and for presenting these early books and their connections to current research.  It exemplifies the 

archivist and the institution as a host and a connector for these different stakeholders such as the 

presenters, the University, the administration and staff of the Special Collections Library, and the 

participants.  The librarians and archivists are serving as the medium and providing the infrastructure 

and resources for these researchers and participants.  This is not the only lecture series or exhibit that is 

constructed by the Special Collections Library.  There are a multitude of exhibits, presentations and 

service opportunities that happen during the year where the library is the organizer of the event.  The 

library acts as an intermediary, at times, between the patrons or public, and at least a facilitator and 

outreach coordinator to the University and public.   

Librarians and archivists not only process collections, but they serve to showcase the holdings of the 

university at large.  They perform this work to the benefit of, and in conjunction with, a highly diverse 

group of people.  This is a public services position and an important job that adds to the prestige of the 

university and helps to further a mission of diversity and inclusion in its programming.  The Early Book 

Lecture Series had highly diverse presenters from a variety of backgrounds and a highly diverse group of 

participants from all over the globe.  This is an integral part of the archival profession, the ability to 

market the mission of the archive to a wider audience and to tell a variety of stories that maybe have 

not been told in the past.  It is an opportunity to have a growth mindset both professionally and 

personally. 

In conclusion, the connections between my experience with the Early Book Series and the 

competency framework from the University of Arizona School of Information were exciting to recognize.  

I learned to recognize these connections and I became aware of a variety of facets surrounding my 



career interests that I had not considered previously.  This knowledge will help me in how I approach my 

current and future learning and how I evaluate my strengths and opportunities for growth.  Being aware 

of what you can concentrate on in your personal growth can allow an applicant, such as myself, become 

a balanced and successful candidate moving forward in future employment searches.  Learning the 

content based upon the lectures in the Early Book Series was important, but it was just as important to 

recognize and understand the periphery learning that I acquired by reflecting upon the experience in 

this manner.  This was an encouraging and valuable exercise for me that I can carry forward past 

graduation into my professional life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


